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preparation on to her fingers. She then rubs her
fingers over her face thereby giving it an oily
foundation over which the liquid white powde$
is painted.
Nuka was and still is used in place of clean-
sing cream and soap by the fastidious.
"While soap is too strong for the face be-
cause most of it has a fish oil base rather tVi?fl
one of animal fat, nuka never makes the skin coarse
no matter how long the face is rubbed," revealed
the cosmetic firm owner as he cited an old recipe
for this native cleanser in which rice bran com-
bined with coarse black sugar is used. The bran
and the sugar absorb the fats and oils. The sugar
also acts as a bleach and remains on the skin after
washing as a sort of protection. Even Mr. NakaTs
firm does not manufacture the old style nuka any
more but purveys a modem version containing
soap powders and perfumes* Old style nuka
bags are prepared at home, the contents being
changed each time the bag is used.
While liquid powder is still very popular,
bm* or old style lipstick, is on its way to extinc-
tion, thinks Mr* NakaL
"Perhaps the stage actors will keep on using
it but even the geisha aten't too keen about bm
any more. I may tty to add an oil base to it*
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